
Friday, February 2nd, 2024

679

FEBRUARY

OLSC, OLW:

1 February

Saint Brigid of Kildare, Abbess
From the Common of Holy Men and Women: For an Abbot or Abbess 
(pp. 945-947). 

2 February

THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD 
(CANDLEMAS) 

Feast
The Blessing of Candles and the Procession

First Form: The Procession
The Priest, wearing a white cope, or vested in alb and stole, shall go to 
bless the candles, which shall be set on a table, before the altar or at 
the Epistle corner.
The Priest sings or says:

! In the Name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
V. The Lord be with you; 
R. And with thy spirit.
Let us pray.

ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, who as on this day didst suffer 
thine Only Begotten Son to be presented in the temple and to 

be received in the arms of Saint Simeon: we humbly beseech thy 
mercy; that like as we thy servants, taking these candles, do seek to 
light them and bear them to the glory of thy Name, so thou wouldest 
vouchsafe to bless ! and sanctify ! the same; that we being made 
worthy of offering them unto thee, our Lord and our God, and 
being enkindled with the holy flame of thy most gracious charity, 
may be found meet to be presented before thee in the temple of thy 
glory; through the same Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, who liveth 
and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, ever one 
God, world without end. Amen.

PRELUDE Noël pour l'amour de Marie - Nicholas Le Begue (1631-1702)

BLESSING OF THE CANDLES
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be received in the arms of Saint Simeon: we humbly beseech thy 
mercy; that like as we thy servants, taking these candles, do seek to 
light them and bear them to the glory of thy Name, so thou wouldest 
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Or:
Let us pray.

O LORD Jesu Christ, who art the true light that lightenest 
every man that cometh into the world: we beseech thee 

to pour out thy blessing ! upon these candles, and sanctify ! 
them with the light of thy grace; and mercifully grant that, even 
as they with their outward flame do scatter the darkness of night, 
so our hearts being inflamed with the inward brightness of thy 
Holy Spirit may be delivered from all blindness of iniquity; that 
the eyes of our souls being enlightened may discern such things 
as are pleasing unto thee and profitable unto us for our salvation; 
that finally after the darkness and dangers of this world we may 
attain in the end to light everlasting; through thee, Christ Jesu, 
Saviour of the world, who in the unity of the blessed Trinity 
livest and reignest God, world without end. Amen.

Then shall the Priest, placing incense in the thurible, sprinkle the 
candles with holy water and then cense them.

The Priest then distributes the candles to the Ministers and servers in 
the Sanctuary. Then the candles are distributed to the congregation.

During the distribution of the candles, the choir sings the Canticle  
Nunc dimittis: 

Canticle Nunc dimittis (Lk 2:29-32)

Antiphon. To be a light to lighten the Gentiles: and to be the 
glory of thy people Israel.

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: according to 
thy word.

Ant. To be a light... 

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation: which thou hast prepared 
before the face of all people.

Ant. To be a light... 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles: and to be the glory of thy 
people Israel.

Glory be to the Father... As it was in the beginning...

Ant. To be a light... 

Then the following antiphon may be sung:
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During the distribution, the Nunc Dimittis is sung.
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FEBRUARY   681

Antiphon Exsurge, Domine (Ps 44:26,1)
O Lord, arise, help us, and deliver us: for thy Name’s sake.
(Ps) O God, we have heard with our ears: our fathers have declared 
unto us.
GLORY. O Lord...

Towards the end of the distribution, the servers light the candles of the 
Ministers, the candles of the congregation, and the candles on the altar. 
While the candles are lighted, the following antiphon may be sung:

Antiphon Ecce Dominus (Cf. Is 35:4,5)
Behold, the Lord shall come to us with mighty power: bringing 
light to the eyes of those who serve him well.

If the time of the lighting of candles requires it, verses of Psalm 119 
(105-108, 111-112) may be added to the antiphon. 

Then the Priest shall say: 

Let us pray.

WE beseech thee, O Lord, mercifully to hear the prayers 
of thy people: that this observance, whereby we do thee 

outward honour year by year, may by the light of thy grace 
bring forth fruit inwardly in our souls; through Jesus Christ our  
Lord. Amen.

The procession is formed in the usual manner. The Deacon or Priest, 
standing at the altar and facing the People, sings or says:

V. Let us go forth in peace. 

R. In the Name of Christ. Amen.

All hold their lighted candles for the procession. During the procession, 
the following antiphons may be sung, or such hymns as are suitable.

Antiphon Adorna thalamum
O Sion, adorn thy bridechamber, and receive Christ thy King: 
greet Mary who is the gate of heaven: for she beareth the King of 
the glory of the new light: she remaineth a Virgin, yet beareth in 
her arms a Son begotten before the morning star: whom Simeon 
took in his arms, declaring to all nations that he is the Lord of 
life and death, and Saviour of the world.
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A station is made at the Marian shrine:
  Priest:  They offered for him unto the Lord, a pair of 

turtledoves or two young pigeons:
  People: As it is written in the law of the Lord.

The priest says a prayer, and the procession continues.



HYMN IN PROCESSION 115 Hail to the Lord who comes (Insert)

A station is made at the Marian shrine:
  Priest:  They offered for him unto the Lord, a pair of 

turtledoves or two young pigeons:
  People: As it is written in the law of the Lord.

The priest says a prayer, and the procession continues.

HYMN IN PROCESSION 116 O Sion open wide thy gates (Insert)

The people extinguish their candles until the Gospel.

FEBRUARY 683

At the Mass

Introit Suscepimus (Ps 48:8,9,1)
We have waited, O God, for thy loving-kindness in the midst of 
thy temple; according to thy Name, O God, so is thy praise unto 
the world’s end: thy right hand is full of righteousness.
(Ps) Great is the Lord, and highly to be praised: in the city of our 
God, even upon his holy hill.

GLORY. We have...

The Gloria is said.

Collect

ALMIGHTY and everliving God, we humbly beseech thy majesty: 
that, as thine Only Begotten Son was this day presented in the 

temple in substance of our flesh; so we may be presented unto 
thee with pure and clean hearts, by the same thy Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord; who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, ever one God, world without end. Amen.

Gradual Suscepimus (Ps 48:8,9,7) 
We have waited, O God, for thy loving-kindness in the midst of 
thy temple: according to thy Name, O God, so is thy praise unto 
the world’s end.
V. Like as we have heard, so have we seen in the city of our God: 
even upon his holy hill.

Alleluia Senex puerum
Alleluia. Alleluia.
The old man carried the Child: but the Child governed the old 
man. Alleluia.

After Septuagesima, the following is said in place of the Alleluia:

Tract  Nunc dimittis (Lk 2:29-32)
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: according to 
thy word. 
V. For mine eyes have seen: thy salvation. 
V. Which thou hast prepared: before the face of all people. 
V. To be a light to lighten the Gentiles: and to be the glory of thy 
people Israel.

KYRIE Missa de Sancta Maria Magdalena

GLORIA Missa de Sancta Maria Magdalena
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thy temple: according to thy Name, O God, so is thy praise unto 
the world’s end.
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people Israel.

FIRST READING Malachi 3:1-4
Thus says the Lord GOD:
“Behold, I send my messenger to prepare the way before me, 
and  the  Lord  whom  you  seek  will  suddenly  come  to  his 
temple; the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, 
behold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts.
But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand 
when he appears?
“For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit 
as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of 
Levi and refine them like gold and silver, till they present right 
offerings to the LORD.
Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to 
the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years.”
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SECOND READING Hebrews 2:14-18
Since  the  children  share  in  flesh  and  blood,  Jesus  himself 
likewise  partook of  the  same nature,  that  through death he 
might destroy him who has the power of death, that is,  the 
devil,  and deliver all  those who through fear of death were 
subject to lifelong bondage.
For surely it is not with angels that he is concerned but with 
the descendants of Abraham.
Therefore he had to be made like his brethren in every respect, 
so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in 
the service of God, to make expiation for the sins of the people.
For because he himself has suffered and been tempted, he is 
able to help those who are tempted.
The people's candles are lighted again for the Gospel.
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GOSPEL Luke 2:22-40
! A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke.
R. Glory be to thee, O Lord.
When the time came for their purification according to the law 
of Moses, the parents of Jesus brought him up to Jerusalem to 
present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, 
“Every male that opens the womb shall be called holy to the 
Lord”) and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the 
law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.”
Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, 
and  this  man  was  righteous  and  devout,  looking  for  the 
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.
And it  had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit  that he 
should not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.
And inspired by the Spirit he came into the temple; and when 
the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according 
to  the  custom of  the  law,  he  took  him up in  his  arms and 
blessed God and said,
    “Lord, now let your servant depart in peace,
      according to your word;
      for my eyes have seen your salvation
      which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
      a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
      and for glory to your people Israel.”
And his  father  and  his  mother  marveled  at  what  was  said 
about  him;  and Simeon blessed them and said  to  Mary his 
mother,
    “Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising of many in
      Israel, and for a sign that is spoken against
      (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also),
      that thoughts out of many hearts may be revealed.”
And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phan’uel, 
of the tribe of Asher; she was of a great age, having lived with 
her husband seven years from her virginity, and as a widow 
till she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, 
worshiping  with  fasting  and  prayer  night  and  day.  And 
coming  up  at  that  very  hour  she  gave  thanks  to  God,  and 
spoke of him to all who were looking for the redemption of 
Jerusalem.
And when they had performed everything according to the 



law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own city, 
Nazareth.
And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; 
and the favor of God was upon him.
The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise be to thee, O Christ.

The people extinguish their candles until after the Offertory.
HOMILY

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Form III: Mass Booklet page 29
PENITENTIAL RITE Mass Booklet page 5
Facing the People,  the Priest or Deacon says the exhortation. The  
People kneel. The Priest, facing the altar, begins the following prayer,  
and the People join in saying:
Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
maker of all things, judge of all men:
We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and
wickedness, which we from time to time most grievously 
have committed, by thought, word, and deed, against thy
divine majesty, provoking most justly thy wrath and
indignation against us. 
We do earnestly repent, and are heartily sorry for these our
misdoings; the remembrance of them is grievous unto us, 
the burden of them is intolerable.
Have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, most merciful
Father; for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us
all that is past; and grant that we may ever hereafter serve
and please thee in newness of life, to the honour and glory
of thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The  Priest  concludes  with  a  prayer  asking  for  God’s  mercy  and  
pardon.



The Creed is said when the Feast falls on a Sunday.

Offertory Diffusa est gratia (Ps 45:2b)
Full of grace are thy lips: because God hath blessed thee for ever.

Prayer over the Offerings

O LORD, we beseech thee mercifully to hear our prayers: and 
that these gifts which we offer unto thy divine majesty may 

be an acceptable offering in thy sight, do thou show forth on 
us the succour of thy loving-kindness; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

Preface of the Epiphany, pp. 586-587; or after Septuagesima, Preface of 
Pre-Lent, pp. 588-589.

Communion Responsum accepit Simeon (Lk 2:26) 
It was revealed unto Simeon by the Holy Spirit: that he should 
not see death, before he had seen the Lord’s Anointed.

Postcommunion

GRANT, we beseech thee, O Lord our God: that these holy 
mysteries, which thou hast given unto us for the assurance 

of our salvation, may, by the intercession of Blessed Mary ever-
Virgin, both in this life and in that which is to come, be profitable 
unto us for the healing of our souls; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

3 February

Saint Blaise, Bishop and Martyr 
From the Common of Martyrs: For a Martyr Pope or Bishop (pp. 916-
917), or For a Martyr Bishop (pp. 917-918). 

Collect

O GOD, who makest us glad with the yearly festival of blessed 
Blaise, thy Martyr and Bishop: mercifully grant that, as we 

now observe his heavenly birthday; so we may likewise rejoice in 
his protection; through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, who liveth 
and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, ever one 
God, world without end. Amen.

684  PROPER OF SAINTS AND HOLY DAYS

OFFERTORY HYMN 117 Sing of Mary, pure and lowly (Insert)



ORATE FRATRES
The Priest kisses the altar,  turns towards the People,  extends and 
then joins his hands, and says aloud:
Pray, brethren, that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable 
unto God, the Father Almighty.
The People stand and respond:
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at thy hands, for the praise 
and glory of his Name, for our good and the good of all his 
holy Church.

The Creed is said when the Feast falls on a Sunday.

Offertory Diffusa est gratia (Ps 45:2b)
Full of grace are thy lips: because God hath blessed thee for ever.

Prayer over the Offerings

O LORD, we beseech thee mercifully to hear our prayers: and 
that these gifts which we offer unto thy divine majesty may 

be an acceptable offering in thy sight, do thou show forth on 
us the succour of thy loving-kindness; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

Preface of the Epiphany, pp. 586-587; or after Septuagesima, Preface of 
Pre-Lent, pp. 588-589.

Communion Responsum accepit Simeon (Lk 2:26) 
It was revealed unto Simeon by the Holy Spirit: that he should 
not see death, before he had seen the Lord’s Anointed.

Postcommunion

GRANT, we beseech thee, O Lord our God: that these holy 
mysteries, which thou hast given unto us for the assurance 

of our salvation, may, by the intercession of Blessed Mary ever-
Virgin, both in this life and in that which is to come, be profitable 
unto us for the healing of our souls; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

3 February

Saint Blaise, Bishop and Martyr 
From the Common of Martyrs: For a Martyr Pope or Bishop (pp. 916-
917), or For a Martyr Bishop (pp. 917-918). 

Collect

O GOD, who makest us glad with the yearly festival of blessed 
Blaise, thy Martyr and Bishop: mercifully grant that, as we 

now observe his heavenly birthday; so we may likewise rejoice in 
his protection; through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, who liveth 
and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, ever one 
God, world without end. Amen.

684  PROPER OF SAINTS AND HOLY DAYS

The people's candles are lighted again for the Canon.
SURSUM CORDA

Priest The Lord be with you.

Priest Lift up your hearts.

Priest Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God.

SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS Missa de Sancta Maria Magdalena



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER Mass Booklet page 13
The mystery of faith:
We proclaim thy Death, O Lord, and profess thy
Resurrection, until thou come again.

LORD'S PRAYER

The Priest sings or says:
As our Saviour Christ hath commanded and taught us, we
are bold to say:
And here he begins the Lord's Prayer, as the People continue
with him:

THE COMMUNION RITE  649

The Communion Rite

The Priest, with hands joined, sings or says:

As our Saviour Christ hath commanded and taught us, we 
are bold to say,

And here he extends his hands and begins the Lord’s Prayer, as the 
People continue with him:

OUR Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. 

650 THE ORDER OF MASS

The Priest alone continues:  

Deliver us, O Lord, we beseech thee, from all evils, past, 
present, and to come; and at the intercession of the blessed 
and glorious ever-Virgin Mary, Mother of God, with thy 
blessed Apostles Peter and Paul, and with Andrew, and all 
the Saints, favourably grant peace in our days, that by the 
help of thine availing mercy we may ever both be free from 
sin and safe from all distress. 

The Priest joins his hands. The People respond:

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.
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the Saints, favourably grant peace in our days, that by the 
help of thine availing mercy we may ever both be free from 
sin and safe from all distress. 

The Priest joins his hands. The People respond:

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.



650 THE ORDER OF MASS

The Priest alone continues:  

Deliver us, O Lord, we beseech thee, from all evils, past, 
present, and to come; and at the intercession of the blessed 
and glorious ever-Virgin Mary, Mother of God, with thy 
blessed Apostles Peter and Paul, and with Andrew, and all 
the Saints, favourably grant peace in our days, that by the 
help of thine availing mercy we may ever both be free from 
sin and safe from all distress. 

The Priest joins his hands. The People respond:

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.
PEACE (Kneel after response)
Priest: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And with thy Spirit.
PASCHA NOSTRUM (kneeling)
   Priest:  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
   People: Therefore let us keep the feast.

AGNUS DEI Missa de Sancta Maria Magdalena



PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS
The Priest says with all who shall receive  Communion:
We do not presume to come to this thy Table,
O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness,
but in thy manifold and great mercies. 
We are not worthy so much as to gather up the
crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same
Lord whose property is always to have mercy.
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,  so to eat the flesh
of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his Blood,
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his Body,
and our souls washed through his most precious Blood,
and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us.
Amen. 
ECCE AGNUS DEI (said by the Priest)
Behold the Lamb of God, behold him that taketh away the sins 
of the world. Blessed are those who are called to the Supper of 
the Lamb.
DOMINE NON SUM DIGNUS

Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my 
roof, but speak the word only, and my soul shall be healed.

The Creed is said when the Feast falls on a Sunday.

Offertory Diffusa est gratia (Ps 45:2b)
Full of grace are thy lips: because God hath blessed thee for ever.

Prayer over the Offerings

O LORD, we beseech thee mercifully to hear our prayers: and 
that these gifts which we offer unto thy divine majesty may 

be an acceptable offering in thy sight, do thou show forth on 
us the succour of thy loving-kindness; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

Preface of the Epiphany, pp. 586-587; or after Septuagesima, Preface of 
Pre-Lent, pp. 588-589.

Communion Responsum accepit Simeon (Lk 2:26) 
It was revealed unto Simeon by the Holy Spirit: that he should 
not see death, before he had seen the Lord’s Anointed.

Postcommunion

GRANT, we beseech thee, O Lord our God: that these holy 
mysteries, which thou hast given unto us for the assurance 

of our salvation, may, by the intercession of Blessed Mary ever-
Virgin, both in this life and in that which is to come, be profitable 
unto us for the healing of our souls; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

3 February

Saint Blaise, Bishop and Martyr 
From the Common of Martyrs: For a Martyr Pope or Bishop (pp. 916-
917), or For a Martyr Bishop (pp. 917-918). 

Collect

O GOD, who makest us glad with the yearly festival of blessed 
Blaise, thy Martyr and Bishop: mercifully grant that, as we 

now observe his heavenly birthday; so we may likewise rejoice in 
his protection; through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, who liveth 
and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, ever one 
God, world without end. Amen.

684  PROPER OF SAINTS AND HOLY DAYS

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Those in full communion with the Catholic Church are welcome 
to receive Holy Communion. The Priest will administer the sacred 
Host, followed by the Deacon or Subdeacon with the Chalice. The 
faithful may receive both species, or one: Our Lord is fully present 
in  each form.  We encourage  communion on the  tongue as  the  
most traditional and reverent manner of receiving the Sacrament.  
To simplify movements, we ask that those receiving only the host 
remain at the rail and cross their arms as the Chalice passes before  
returning to their seats.
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POSTCOMMUNION HYMN 1982#258 Virgin born, we bow before thee (Insert)

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION (kneeling)
Almighty and everliving God,
we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in
these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most
precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Saviour Jesus
Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favour and
goodness towards us; and that we are very members
incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed
company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through
hope, of thy everlasting kingdom, by the merits of the most
precious death and Passion of thy dear Son. 
And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to
assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy
fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast
prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with thee and the Holy Spirit, be all honour and
glory, world without end. Amen.

The Creed is said when the Feast falls on a Sunday.

Offertory Diffusa est gratia (Ps 45:2b)
Full of grace are thy lips: because God hath blessed thee for ever.

Prayer over the Offerings

O LORD, we beseech thee mercifully to hear our prayers: and 
that these gifts which we offer unto thy divine majesty may 

be an acceptable offering in thy sight, do thou show forth on 
us the succour of thy loving-kindness; through Jesus Christ our 
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Communion Responsum accepit Simeon (Lk 2:26) 
It was revealed unto Simeon by the Holy Spirit: that he should 
not see death, before he had seen the Lord’s Anointed.
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GRANT, we beseech thee, O Lord our God: that these holy 
mysteries, which thou hast given unto us for the assurance 

of our salvation, may, by the intercession of Blessed Mary ever-
Virgin, both in this life and in that which is to come, be profitable 
unto us for the healing of our souls; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

3 February

Saint Blaise, Bishop and Martyr 
From the Common of Martyrs: For a Martyr Pope or Bishop (pp. 916-
917), or For a Martyr Bishop (pp. 917-918). 

Collect

O GOD, who makest us glad with the yearly festival of blessed 
Blaise, thy Martyr and Bishop: mercifully grant that, as we 

now observe his heavenly birthday; so we may likewise rejoice in 
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BLESSING AND DISMISSAL Mass Booklet page 23-24

CLOSING HYMN 479 First Tune  Love divine, all loves excelling (Insert)

ANGELUS

POSTLUDE Laissez paistre vos bestes - Nicholas Le Begue (1631-1702)

The Readings are taken from The Second Catholic Edition of the Revised Standard Version of the Bible, 
© 1965, 1966 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in  the  United  States  of  America,  revised  according  to Liturgiam  Authenticam, 2001.  Used  by 
permission. All rights reserved. The mass lectionary makes slight adaptations to the RSV-2CE text.
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The Presentation (February 2); The Annunciation (March 25). 

Words: Reginald Heber (1783-1826) 
Music: Psalm 86, Claude Goudimel (1514-1572), alt. 
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Music: OW. 120th, melody from The Whole Booke of Psalmes, 1570; harm. Thomas Ravenscroft (1592?-1635?), 
after Richard Allison (16th cent.); adapt. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 66. 66. 66 




